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system places in the hands of the central authorities.1
At the head of each province, which corresponds to
the French department, is a prefect appointed by the
King, and directly subject to the Minister of the In-
terior. Like his French prototype, he is regarded as
a political officer, and uses his influence more or less
openly at elections.2 The chief executive magistrate
of the commune is the syndic j who is chosen, like the
mayor in France, by the communal council from its own
members, if the commune has more than ten thousand
inhabitants or is the capital of a province or circondaro;
and in other cases is selected by the King from among
the members of the council.* As in France, both the
provinces and the communes possess elected councils. In
Italy they are chosen for six years, one half being renewed
every three years; but the suffrage for these bodies
was exceedingly restricted, until by the Act of 1888 it
was extended so as to be somewhat wider, especially as
applied to the peasants, than the suffrage for the elec-
tion of deputies.3 The abuse of local machinery for

1  In practice the administration appears to be, if anything, even more
centralized than in France, owing to the habit on the part of the officials
of referring everything to the central government.    Jaouu, I Co/riser-*
vatori, p. 130 ; Minghetti, / Partiti Politici, pp. 240-41.

2  Brusa, pp. 225, 277.   On the eve of the elections in 1892, forty-six
out of the sixty-nine prefects were dismissed or transferred to other
provinces, in order to help the government to carry the country.

* By a law of July 7, 1896, all the syndics are now elected.

8 The other communal and provincial bodies are the municipal glunta,
which is elected by the communal council, and has executive powers ;
the provincial deputation, which occupies a similar position in the prov-
ince, and is elected by the provincial council; the prefectoral council,
appointed by the central government to assist the prefect; and the pro-
vincial administrative giunta, partly appointed and partly elected, which